Not only is a dripping tap
annoying, it also wastes
precious water. Water by-
laws make house holders
responsible for the
maintenance of their own
water systems. In this leaflet
we will discuss how easy it
is to change a leaking tap
washer.

TOOLS REQULRED

Stepladder
SmallScrewdriver
Wirestrippers
Sticky Tape
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f"““‘éhanging a
Tap Washer

BEFORE YOU START

Taps usually leak due to a faulty washer or a worn seat against which the washer is compressed. There are
several different types and sizes of tap washers. Do not start with the changing of the washer, unless you
know what type of washer you need.

TURNING OFF THE WATER

This is very easy if you have a service valve fitted below each tape in modern installations. All you need to
do is turn off the valve that isolates the tap from the water supply. If you do have service valves, turn off mains
water supply. This stops water flowing to all taps. Do not forget to turn off your geyser.

PLACE THE PLUG IN THE SINK WASTE AND BLOCK THE OVERFLOW. BOTH HAVE A NASTY HABIT
OF SWALLOWING SCREWS AND OTHER SMALL PARTS.

supply, turn on tap to allow off, turn the tap fully on,
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Remove the tap cover or shield. If the shield will not undo, wrap a
strip of inner tube round it to protect the finish and apply pressure
using water pump pliers. Undo the large hexagon nut and remove %
the body. Remove the old washer from the jumper, this may be held o

in place by a nut. Hold the jumper with pliers and undo the nut with 0" rings

a small spanner. Replace the washer. \ @
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HESITATE TO CONTACT

YOUR LOCAL BUILD IT
STORE.
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REGIONAL OFFICES

KWAZULU NATAL EASTERN CAPE WESTERN CAPE
031 508 5000 041 404 5000 021 550 7300

SWAZILAND SOUTH RAND NORTH RAND
013 753 6800 011 821 4000 011 203 5300 0264 61214201
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